ASA SECTION ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH

BUSINESS MEETING

Minutes for Meeting Friday, August 1, 2008
9:30-10:10am (After Roundtable Session at 8:30-9:30)

The Business Meeting of the Section on Children and Youth convened at 9:30am on Friday, August 1, 2008 at the Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association held in Boston (in Sheraton Hotel).  Cindy Dell Clark, Section Chair 2007-2008, presided.   Thirty nine members were present.

CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION

The Chair, Cindy Dell Clark, called the meeting to order at 9:30am.  She welcomed members of Section and requested everyone to sign in on an attendance sheet at his/her table. She also encouraged members to indicate their willingness to help with section business on the last column of the attendance sheet.  (Souvenir pencils with children logo were provided by Cindy.) Copies of meeting agenda and Minutes from last business meeting were provided to the members. 
The Chair first thanked the organizers of this year’s sessions, in particular, Allison Pugh for organizing the roundtable sessions, Nancy Marshall and Marisol Clark-Ibanez (joined with Cindy) for organizing regular sessions.  She also thanked the past chair, Elizabeth Cooksey for her generous support and assistance during the last year.  Gratitude also was extended to those served as council members and various committee members.  
Cindy then welcomed and introduced Gertrud Lenzer at Brooklyn College, who is the founder of the ASA section on Children.  Cindy invited members in attendance to applaud Gertrud for her foresight and her devoted work for the section.  Gertrud made a few comments to those attending, encouraging the Section to reach out and broaden our networks to scholars from diverse disciplines and from other countries.
SECRETARY-TREASURER’S REPORT
Secretary Treasurer, W. Jean Yeung, sought approval of 2007 business meeting minutes. The attendees unanimously approved the minutes.  She then presented the 2008 report on the financial status of the section, noting that the section is in healthy financial status, with a balance of $7,903 as of June 30, 2008.   Copies of the annual status report were distributed. 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT

W. Jean Yeung noted that membership is again an issue this year.  Currently, we are 24 members short of 400, the minimum number of members required for ASA’s allotment of three sessions.   She pointed out that, based on the trend over the last few years, the main reason for this year’s low membership count is that student membership is particularly low this year.  Our student membership has dropped from 167 in 2005 (September) to 148 in 2006 (October), to 120 in 2007(July), and to 108 this year (July).  She noted that there is a need to vigilantly seek strategies to increase membership before September 30, 2008, when ASA determines the number of sessions to allot to each section.  
The Chair reminded the members that the best boost to membership is our own grassroots efforts and that students can receive free section memberships for the first year by contacting the chair.  Cindy noted the new Chair of the membership committee this year is Brian Gran, and the two members are Melissa Herman and Melanie Jones.  She encouraged members to get in touch with them to help increase our section membership.   She also encouraged members to donate to the section fund that provides free student membership.
NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE UPDATE

The Chair introduced Lara Perez-Felkner, Chair of the Publication committee and thanked her for her effort in developing our much needed section website which allows for timely communication and easy updates.  Gratitude also goes to Christine Flanigan, and to the current Publications committee members, Elizabeth Vaquera and Margaret Hagerman.  Copies of a flyer about the website were distributed to the members.  The Chair noted that the website will be a venue to report news and information of mutual interest to our members.   Cindy encouraged members to use it as an active site for sharing relevant information with others.  Lara requested comments about the website be directed to her. 
RECEPTION/AWARDS

The Chair announced that two awards will be presented at this evening’s reception at 6:30 in Sheraton Hotel, Room Republic B.  The awards are for the Graduate Student Paper Award and the Distinguished Contribution Award for Advocacy.  The Chair thanks the hard work of the members of the Awards committee.  She invited everyone to attend the reception to congratulate the winners as they accept the honors and to share refreshments and conviviality. 

SELECTION OF THE 2008-2009 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Chair noted that the section by-laws require that two members be elected for the Nominations Committee by the members present at the annual business meeting.  The current Chair of the nomination committee is Monica Kirkpatrick Johnson.  Cindy invited volunteers to serve on the Nominations Committee.  Two council members, Valerie Leiter and Allison Pugh, volunteered.  To other members, Mikaela Dufur and Nancy Malcom, volunteered at the business meeting and members voted to elect them to be the new members of the nomination committee. 
The Chair announced that another committee will select the 2008-2009 the Distinguished Contribution Award for Distinguished Early Career.  Robert Crosnoe volunteered to chair this committee. He will need four additional members to serve on this committee. 
The selection committee for the Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award is made up of the outgoing Chair of the Section, Cindy Dell Clark, as the Chair of the committee.  She needed four additional members.  William Corsaro, Katy Hadley, Jessica Kenty-Drane, and Dan Cook volunteered to serve on this committee.
INTRODUCTION OF INCOMING CHAIR

At this point, the Chair introduced the new Chair for the section, Lingxin Hao of the Johns Hopkins University.  Cindy pledged to lend her support to the new chair as her predecessor did for her. 

Lingxin Hao thanked Cindy for her service and support and introduced herself.  She spoke about her plans for the programs next year.   She proposed to focus on health for children and youth, connecting this aspect to the other important domains of child development, namely, the cognitive and social-emotional aspects.  She also stressed the importance of strengthening the international aspects of childhood research.  She encouraged members to actively participate in next year’s meeting. 
The incoming chair adjourned the meeting at 10:10am. 

Submitted by W. Jean Yeung, Secretary-Treasurer, 2008
